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To find maybe 
alternative ‘new’ 
methods and ways of 
teaching combined 
with a new vision of 
what education or 
being an architect 
can and should 
look like. How do 
we as architects 
communicate among 
each other and how to 
society. —Alex

Ideas and models for 
new forms of relation-
ship and organization 
within the practice of 
architecture. —Andrew

I want to expand how I think 
about education and what it 
means to learn. I hope that 
I can better connect educa-
tion to joy; nourishing po-
tential, critical thinking and 
compassion through a focus 
on lifelong learning. —Eric

Build relationships 
& embrace the 
experiment. —Javier

Networking. —Q

See the world 
through other 
architect’s eyes. 
Most importantly, 
actually learn 
from the rest of the 
classmates how to 
see architecture 
and life. —Ruta

A better understand-
ing of how I fit into the 
world of architecture 
and design. —Sam

I want to find a space be-
tween the reality of prac-
tice and theory of aca-
demia in order to push 
back on the assumptions of 
traditional architecture and 
design. Most importantly, 
to engage with the people 
we’re designing for and 
the structural forces that 
shape their world. —Elisha

To learn from my classmates ideas and 
mindsets, and share insights about 
what architecture is about, where it 
will lead us, and what we can do to 
make it better. Hopefully, by the end, 
a collective creation will emerge, 
whether it is a publication or exhibition 
or just a meeting with the whole class, 
talking about life while having a beer 
and eating tacos. —Alvaro

For me this is an experiment in balancing education, 
engagement with all of you, and working/practicing. 
Personally I want to teach myself balance and equally 
prioritize all 3 things (in direct reaction to my lopsided 
prioritization of these things during architecture 
school). I’m also curious to hear about the variations 
in practice around the world, both from my fellow 
students and from the visiting lecturers, as I decide for 
myself what kind of practice I want to have. —Harsha

To clarify the kind 
of project I want 
to pursue in the 
expanded field of 
spatial practice; 
to gain a courage 
in my convictions 
to then do it. —Lili

To learn and renew my 
passion for architecture 
through exploring and 
discussing different practice 
and education models. 
And perhaps this can begin 
to locate the “where” of 
architecture, rather than 
the “what.” —Tessa

I really just want to learn 
more. I just finished my 
undergraduate degree 
a year ago and have 
been working for a few 
months. As I begin to 
think about applying to 
graduate schools, I hope 
that the FSA will simply 
broaden my perspective 
on architecture and 
architecture education 
so that it can inform 
my next move. What 
interests me the most is 
that all of my classmates 
at the FSA come from 
different backgrounds; 
that, in itself, will teach 
us a lot. —Sarah

I want to learn a new way to be an architect - a more updated and 
modern, less hierarchical way. I want to learn from and engage with 
everyone on the course. I want to be able to go back into educa-
tion with confidence that it is okay to do things differently - there is 
no wrong or right way. I hope to come out of the course with the 
confidence to forge my own path in the profession, and make take 
architecture as a profession off its pedestal. To bring it back to the 
people and society - those we are ultimately working for! —Phillipine
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What do you hope to get out 
of your experience at the 

Free School of Architecture?



In the inaugural week of the Free School of 
Architecture we were faced with taking the 
initial actions which would begin to give the 
school its definition. After meeting as a whole 
we decided to break into smaller discussion 
sections focused on three topic categories 
we felt the FSA was principally inclined to 
approach: education, community, and 
practice.
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Education
What is the purpose of education? We’re interrogating established models to 
evolve the academy. We recognize that new ideas and institutions have emerged 
worldwide, including Will Hunter’s London School of Architecture, The Strelka 
Institute in Moscow, Beatriz Colomina’s Radical Pedagogies Project at Princeton, the 
Architectural Association in London, and Tijuana’s Escuela Libre de Arquitectura. 

Our meetings have evolved from the personal to the divergent, capturing a 
global cross-section that represents education across continents, governances and 
socioeconomic conditions. 

The Free School of Architecture questions the accessibility of education and its 
structure. We are interested in how education can embody “the search.” How do 
we define success in education? What does it mean for education to be free? 

We’ve seen common ideas emerge: a focus on critical thinking, the freedom 
to explore, learning derived from students, truly interdisciplinary approaches, 
guidance to information over access, time and space to fail, allowing different 
education paths, as well as connecting with joy and the human experience.



The Free School of Architecture has 
noticed a disassociation between 
academic institutions and their 
communities.
 

How can we encourage institutions to 
bridge the gap between the studio and 

the community?
How can we encourage students to 

reclaim responsibility for the public they 
are designing for?

How can we encourage students to take 
studio to the streets and document their 

observations?
How can we encourage partnerships 

between universities & community 
groups?

How can we acknowledge the public’s 
role in the design process long after the 

architect has left the scene?
What is the medium for integrating our 

findings into existing curriculums?
 
Through the process of engaging with 
the diverse communities of Los Angeles, 
we look forward to compiling a series 
of techniques/methods of studying the 
urban environment that may be infused 
into university curriculums. In addition, 
we are interested in the uncertainty of the 
outcome of this type of study. We hope 
this exploratory process may inform a 
space for FSA to physically contribute to 
the community. Finally, we are interested 
in gaining a more holistic understanding 
of the history of Los Angeles and the 
current trends that may inform ways to 
design for its future.

Community

MORE AT
freeschoolofarchitecture.
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Q1: Is “practice” a noun or a verb?

Following an early brainstorming session regarding 
the nature and aim of the FSA, a group of students 
decided to further discuss some questions and concerns 
grouped under the common term “practice”. Common 
was that we all had some form of complaints about 
the understanding and execution of architecture as 
a profession. No one was really satisfied with their 
current situation - yet no one could give an answer to 
what satisfaction would really look like.

So we set up a little survey for ourselves, raising a few 
concerns we had regarding the practice of architecture, 
hoping that democracy would play its role, the law of 
majority provide us with simple answers, the collective 
agreement pin down some tangible solutions to our 
concerns. 

Here is what we asked:

1. What would your professional work life/private 
life balance look like? 

2. What type of work would you like to undertake? 

3. What is your expected yearly salary ($)? How 
many hours/week of work does that account for? 

4. List the things you value and require to be able 
to live the life you would like to live.

And here is what we found:
Architects like to talk. And to question. And for every 
question asked, we will provide another two.
We are not ready to pin ourselves down, ever.
We want more.

Perhaps this is all we need to know to continue our 
work (as professionals and as citizens of our creations) 
- that there will never be final answers, that we need to 
keep questioning. Perhaps this is the pure essence of 
our architect-beings – our unconscious understanding 
that uncertainty equals opportunity, that unsatisfactory 
equals improvement, that walls are there for people to 
climb over, and that somewhere, much further ahead, 
lays never-ending space to build dreams upon.  

We are the ultimate restless animals – and we always 
must be. Because once we accept the world around us, 
our profession is no longer needed. Or?

Practice


